
1. Title and Research Question
Title: Forest of Giants
Research Question: Why the redwoods need to be protected

2. General Introduction
This infographic will compile all useful information about redwood trees. It will answer many 
questions such as; how tall do redwoods grow? How old are redwoods? Why are they 
endangered? Where do redwoods grow? Why are they so important? It will also offer many 
visual comparisons to help put the numbers and facts into perspective for the reader. 

3. Problem Identification
- The cause that this research is focused on is to explain the reason why these trees need to be 

protected.
- The solution of this infographic must overcome the issue of indifference from the reader in 

terms of not really caring either way about redwoods. It needs to clarify and clearly visualize 
for the viewer the importance and beauty of these trees specifically.

- The single message that needs to be communicated is that YOU–the reader–should appreciate 
redwood trees for their magnificence. At the very least you should know this information about 
them.

- This infographic should evoke emotions of heartfelt concern and awe-inspiring fervor.

4. Analysis and Conclusion
- The goal of the projected outcome of this research is to make the viewer feel as though they can 

at the very least appreciate the enormous strength and importance of redwood trees. If they 
wish to do something about it in terms of taking action to help protect them by donating money 
or chaining themselves to one in protest, so be it.

- The purpose of this outcome is to inform, educate, stimulate and most importantly advocate for 
redwood trees and their existence. It needs to be optimistic but yet present real information that 
ignites the urge to visit, appreciate, and support the preservation of redwoods.

5. List 10 words that best describe the use, function, or objective of the research problem which 
you are designing for. (after you complete the list, highlight the most important words and 
prioritize)
educational	
 	
 awe-inspiring	
 	
 heartwarming
interesting	
 	
 shocking	
 	
 magnificence
impressionable	
 amazing
humbling	
 	
 larger than life

6. Variables or form of measurement are utilized within your research?
- Demographics: This research is directed at people of all ages, genders, race, income, etc. This 

infographic should be visually interesting to a child (whether it is read or not) as well as an 
adult. The preservation of redwoods depends on all people not just a certain type of person.

- Psychographics: Realistically, the people who will find interest in this research will be 
compassionate, nature-loving adventurous people. People who already spend their days 
appreciating nature. They could be highly educated or not. This infographic needs to be 
understandable and interesting to everyone. Maybe these people have never visited the 



redwoods and thus have no appreciation for them yet. This could encourage people to at the 
very least visit the redwood forests. I would also hope to reach out to more people who maybe 
are not as informed/interested in environmentally significant information. 

- Geographics: The audience would mainly be national in terms of those living in the United 
States. US citizens are the closest to these rare giants and have the easiest access to them. I see 
this infographic being the inspiration for a family trip across the country to the redwood forests.  
More specifically directed towards those people who do not live on the west coast, but more 
towards those who live in the mid-west and on the east coast.

7. World view, historical and social contexts
The solution of this research should inform the reader that mistakes have been made in the past 
(ie the logging that took place during the goldrush) but because someone cared the effects of 
those mistakes can be reversed. Given the history of the trees people should realize that it is 
never too late to turn a new leaf. 

8. Positioning and Communication Strategy
- The primary purpose of the design solution is to properly communicate the numbers and 

statistics in a way that makes it easy for people to visualize them and remember them. To do 
this, comparisons and imagery will be important.
- Using graphs to communicate varying species and their characteristics, comparisons to familiar 

objects to convey size, maps and comparisons to convey scarcity.

9. Pragmatic Issues
- I forsee it being challenging to direct this reading material to such a wide age group. I want it to 

be attractive for children, but also intriguing enough for adults. If anything the interest an adult 
has in the preservation of redwoods could be transferred to children. 
- Also, I may have a bit of a struggle with designing enough visual icons to represent my 

research. I would need to branch out (pun intended) from using just tree icons, cross-sections, 
etc.
- Just researching this topic makes me feel like a tree hugging hippy, which not a lot of people 

want to be recognized as. I think this can be the stereotype people fall back on when caring 
about the environment.

1. http://www.nps.gov/redw/historyculture/area-history.htm
2. http://parks.ca.gov/?page_id=24200
3. http://www.nps.gov/redw/faqs.htm
4. http://www.savetheredwoods.org/redwoods/coast-redwoods.php#.UIS-Y4UwQ7A

- some of the oldest redwoods are as old as 2,000 years old. It is believed that the redwood tree 
species are as old as the age of the dinosaurs. Fossils have been found dating back to 50 million 
years ago. There are three remaining species of redwoods; Coast Redwood (Sequoia 
sempervirens), Giant Sequoia (Sequoiadendron giganteum) and Dawn Redwood (Metasequoia 
glyptostroboides).

- Coastal and Giant species of redwood trees can be found only on the west coast of the United 
States in California and southern Oregon. Apparently once living worldwide it was thought that 

http://www.nps.gov/redw/historyculture/area-history.htm
http://www.nps.gov/redw/historyculture/area-history.htm
http://parks.ca.gov/?page_id=24200
http://parks.ca.gov/?page_id=24200
http://www.nps.gov/redw/faqs.htm
http://www.nps.gov/redw/faqs.htm
http://www.savetheredwoods.org/redwoods/coast-redwoods.php#
http://www.savetheredwoods.org/redwoods/coast-redwoods.php#


the only remaining trees survived on the west coast of the United States, but in the 1940s the 
dawn redwood species was discovered in a low-lying valley in China.


